R 121446Z  AUG  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  MBABANE 
TO  SECSTATE  WASHDC  3187 

INFO  SOUTHERN  AF  DEVELOPMENT  COMMUNITY 
UNCLAS  MBABANE  000240 


DEPT  FOR  AF/S  (MHARRIS) 

E.O.  12958:  N/A  TAGS;  PGOV  PREL  KDEM  WZ 

^1 . SUMMARY:  In  the  run-up  to  the  September  19  Swazi  parliamentary  elections,  local  NGO,  civic  and  faith  based  organizations  and  trade  unions  V 
^2.  The  EBC  has  been  plagued  by  legal  challenges  since  its  inception  in  March  2008.  On  April  9 the  National  Constitutional  Assembly  (NCA),  an  a 
^3.  The  Government  of  the  Kingdom  of  Swaziland  (GKOS)  and  the  EBC  are  facing  three  election  related  cases  in  the  Swazi  High  Court.  In  April,  th 


